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History Minute 
Dinosaurs 

By Dr. Ken Bridges  - Professor of History, South Arkansas Community College 
South Arkansas Historical Preservation Society  

kbridges@southark.edu<mailto:kbridges@southark.edu> 

     Dinosaurs have been extinct 
for many millions of years, but 
they still fuel the imaginations 
of many people today.  Di-
nosaurs came in all shapes and 
sizes.  Some flew, others swam, 
and others were massive crea-
tures weighing thousands of 
pounds.  They dominated the 
landscape between 240 million 
and 65 million years ago.  Di-
nosaurs even lived in ancient 
Arkansas, but it was an 
Arkansas very different from 
today. 
            The first dinosaur bone 
was discovered in 1677 by sci-
entist Robert Plot in England.  
Many more discoveries fol-
lowed.  It was not until 1824 
that English paleontologist 
William Buckland wrote the 
first scientific paper on the dis-
covery of a jawbone of what he 
called a megalosaurus that di-
nosaurs received their scientific 
name and became a field of sci-
entific study. 
            Remains of creatures 
predating the dinosaurs by mil-
lions of years have been found 
across the state. Fossilized re-
mains of ancient sharks from 
the age of the dinosaurs as well 
as shark teeth have also been 
found in the state.  Most di-
nosaur remains and footprints 
in the state have been found in 
an area called the Holly Creek 
Formation in Howard County, 
a formation dating back to the 
Cretaceous Era (approximately 
143-65 million years ago).  In 
that era, most of the familiar 
features of the state did not yet 
exist.  The Ouachita Mountains 
were only foothills, rivers such 
as the Arkansas and Mississippi 
would not cut their way across 
America for millions more 
years, and much of southern 
and eastern Arkansas was 
under water, leaving many 
parts of South-Central 
Arkansas as beachfront prop-
erty at different points. 
The decay of vegetation in the 
shallower areas of this sea to-

ward the end of this marine era 
allowed the formation of oil in 
what became the ten southern-
most counties of Arkansas over 
the ensuing eons.  Much of the 
area of Texas, Oklahoma, por-
tions of Colorado and New 
Mexico, and most of the Great 
Plains north into Canada to the 
Arctic Ocean was part of a 
great sea that geologists now 
call the Western Interior Sea-
way.  
In Arkansas, only a handful of 
species of dinosaurs are be-
lieved by paleontologists to 
have existed in the area.  
Among them, Plesiosaurs ap-
parently swam in the shallow 
seas around what became the 
Ouachita Mountains, and their 
remains have been found as far 
south as Antarctica.  There 
were several different types of 
plesiosaurs, and sizes discov-
ered range from 5 feet long to 
almost 50 feet long.  These 
were large predators who spent 
their entire lives swimming and 
hunting in the sea.  
            Footprints of the giant 
dinosaur Sauroposeidon have 
been found the state.  This di-
nosaur was a large plant eater.  
It lived about 118-110 million 
years ago.  It was a massive 
creature, about 60 feet tall and 
90 feet long, with an extremely 
long neck.  They weighed as 
much as 55 tons.  Remains of 
the Sauroposeidon have been 
found in Texas and Southeast 
Oklahoma.  
            The Arcocanthesaurus 
also lived in Cretaceous-era 
Arkansas.  This was a powerful 
predator, similar to the famed 
Tryannosaurus rex, which also 
ran on its hind legs.  The Arco-
canthesaurus lived 113-110 
million years ago.  Remains 
have been found in portions of 
Southeast Oklahoma, East 
Texas, and as far as North Car-
olina.  These creatures had 
spines along their backs, were 
13 feet high and 39 feet long, 
and weighed about 6 tons.  Re-

mains similar to this dinosaur 
have been found in Southwest 
Arkansas, but more study of the 
remains needs to be done be-
fore a positive identification 
can be made.  
 
    The Arkansaurus was dis-
covered by J. B. Friday in a 
gravel pit near Lockesburg in 
Sevier County in 1972.  Dr. 
James Harrison Quinn of the 
University of Arkansas assem-
bled the fragments of foot 
bones that were found in 1973.  
ReBecca Hunt-Foster added to 
Quinn’s work in 2018, with re-
search suggesting that the 
Arkansaurus in some ways re-
sembled a modern ostrich but 
much larger, perhaps 15 
feet long and weighing 300 
pounds, living about 100-140 
million years ago during the 
Cretaceous Period.  To date, 
this is the most complete set of 
dinosaur remains found in 
Arkansas. 
Fossilized footprints of di-
nosaurs have been found in 
several areas of the state.  One 
notable set was found in 1983 
preserved in limestone near a 
gypsum mine near Nashville.  
These footprints were along the 
ancient shoreline of approxi-
mately 100 million years ago.  
Another set was found near this 
location in 2011. 
 
    The age of the dinosaurs 
ended abruptly approximately 
65 million years ago when an 
asteroid impact in the Yucatan 
Peninsula area caused a global 
mass extinction event, wiping 
out half of all animal species on 
Earth, including all dinosaur 
species.  Today, the fascination 
with dinosaurs continues.  In 
2017, the Arkansas legislature, 
in a move led by Sen. Greg 
Leding of Fayetteville, chose 
the Arkansaurus as the state’s 
official dinosaur.  Arkansas was 
the ninth state to so designate 
an official dinosaur species. 
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Donating your vehicle? 
Get more! Free TToowing. 
TTaax Deductible. Plus a $200 
restaurant voucher and a 
2-night/3-day hotel stay at one 
of 50 locations. Call Heritage for 
the Blind to donate your vehicle 
today -  1-866-587-0119

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case managers 
simplify the process & work 
hard to help with your case. 
Call 1-888-510-3017 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 

Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

HELP WANTED

y

AREPRESENT

ONSUL
BOND 

C LTTING
ENGINEERS,

in Jacksonville, 

is looking for an

INSPECTOR/
RESIDENT 
PROJECT 

TAATTIVE.
Experience with reading plans and 

understanding  project specifications 

required.  Ability to work with 

contractors, clients and office staff 

to ensure the highest quality project 

completion.  Pay commensurate w/

experience. 

Responsibilities include boundary,, 

topographic and GIS surveys, as well 

as construction layout.  Benefits 

include medical, dental, vision and life 

insurance, paid vacation and personal 

time. 

Email resume to lbrown@bondce.com

Lif

QU
INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance 

injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the 
$10,000’s. Get a free evaluation 
to see what your case is really 
worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-855-436-4676

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 888-690-2346
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CODE ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER:

Inspects existing residential 
and commercial buildings to 
determine compliance with 
city ordinance standards. 

and enforces municipal code 
provisions and land use laws 
pertaining to public welfare, 
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liminate gutter cleaning 
orever! LeafFilter, the most 
dvanced debris-blocking gutter 
rotection. Schedule a FREE 
eafFilter estimate today. 20% 
ffff Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
enior & Military Discounts. Call 
-855-977-9614

repare for power outages 
day with a GENERAC home 
tandby generator. $0 Money 
own + Low Monthly Payment 
ptions. Request a FREE 
uote. Call now before the next 
ower outage: 1-877-319-0598

OW COST HEALTH 
NSURANCE. Government 
ubsidies available for families 
arning $111,000 or less a year. 
ee if you qualify.  Call for your 
ee quote! 1-866-766-6047

GING ROOF? NEW 
OMEOWNER? STORM 
AMAGE? YYoou need a local
xpert provider that proudly 
ands behind their work.
ast, free estimate. Financing 
vailable.  Call 1-866-766-6046

ATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
AfONE DAs little as AYY! fffordable

rices - No payments for 18 
onths!  Lifetime warranty & 
rofessional installs. Senior & 
ilitary Discounts available.
all: 877-631-0120
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SERVICES
FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify. Government 
program for recipients of select 
programs incl. Medicaid, SNAP, 
Housing Assistance, WIC, 
VVeeterans Pension, Survivor 

internet service. Bonus offer: 
Android tablet FREE with one-
time $20 copay. Free shipping 

T& handling. Call Maxsip Teelecom
today! 1-888-860-0146
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PRINT APPLICA

p g p
safety, public nuisance, 

property maintenance and 
structure design. Explains 

regulations relating to 
municipal code provisions to 
the public; performs related 

work as assigned.
ATTION

PAACKETS ONLINE AT
www.cityofjacksonville.net, 
return applications with a 
copy of your valid drivers 

license via email to
hr@cityofjacksonville.net, 
fax to 501-982-4670 or drop 

fff at City Hall.
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NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 
Limited offffer! Why wait?  Call 
now: 866-699-1978

REGISTER AT
www.littlerockschoolfair.com

LITTLE ROCK
SCHOOL FAIR
ARKANSAS STATEHOUSE CONVENTION CENTER, 
101 E MARKHAM ST., LITTLE ROCK, AR 72201,., LITTLE ROCK., LITTLE ROCK.101 E MARKHAM ST101 E MARKHAM ST

TEHOUSE CONVENTOUSE CONVENTAAANSAS STAARKANSAS STARK A
AIRAIRASCHOOL FSCHOOL F

LITTLE ROCKLITTLE ROCK

, AR 72201, AR 72201
ON CENTER, TION CENTER, 

RR
KK

www.littlerockschoolwww.littlerockschool
TTTREGISTER AREGISTER A

.com.com.fairfair

A R K A N S A S

press
ASSOCIATION

Small retail or classifi ed ads
Statewide or Regionally 

Get your message to Arkansans 
across the Natural State! 

For more info contact Neil McConnell 501-517-4620 or neil@arkansaspress.org

More than 750,000 
readers statewide

News Release Distribution Service
to all Arkansas media outlets!
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April 25-26, 2025 – 2 days/1 night – $430 

Teexxaas O Safa Frre rgg wineries and open- Safaari
May 11-15, 2025 – 5 days/4 nights – $985 

 S So Vo Trra Fa lyy L Ve Ca Cood
May 30- June 10, 2025 – 12 days/11 nights – $2550 

Peeak of Adve re Ro ky ta s, ke Pe Co Raailway, Ri ra Rive Flloat
June 10-17, 2025 – 8 days/7 nights – $1875 

Magical Mackinac Island
June 20-28, 2025 – 9 days/8 nights – $2395 
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New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase 
required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc 
(“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie 

1.866.861.2447

FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 12/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit 
approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 
559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, 
MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 
179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We off er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-977-9614
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

 

DIRECTV SPORTS 
PACK IS INCLUDED 

FOR THE FIRST 
3 MONTHS 

AT NO 
EXTRA COST!

Ltd. time offer. New resid. customers w/24 mo. agmt. Req’s CHOICE™ Pkg 
or higher for RSNs. DIRECTV SportsPack auto-renews monthly after 3 mos. 

at then-prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo. + tax) unless cancelled.

855.400.3297
IVS Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

DIRECTV
IN SPORTS ON SUNDAY 

AND EVERY OTHER DAY
Based on Nat’l/Regional Sports Networks & access to 3rd party apps. RSNs avail. with CHOICE pkg or higher and vary 

by ZIP code/pkg. 3rd party apps req separate subscription/login and high-speed internet-connected Gemini.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Diff erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-866-587-0119

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

Free Pickup & Towing.

Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (877) 313-1596 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

877-313-1596
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (877) 313-1596.


