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FOR RENT

If you have an old 
flat screen tv- work-
ing or not -  that you 
want to give away - 
please call Christian 
at The Beebe News. 
Thank you! 501-
882-5414. Leave 
message and I will 
return your call. 
     Thank you! 

NOTICE

History Minute 
Theodosia Nolan (Murphy Oil) 

By Dr. Ken Bridges  - Professor of History, South Arkansas Community College 
South Arkansas Historical Preservation Society  

kbridges@southark.edu<mailto:kbridges@southark.edu> 

      The world is often fortunate enough to produce those great spirits who see beauty all 
around them and want to share it with the world.  One of those figures, Theodosia Nolan, 
was the embodiment of southern style and grace in an age when that all too often seemed 
to be fading.  But this underscored her thirst for adventure and it was her sharp business 
sense that prompted her to work with her brother and sisters to create a Fortune 500 com-
pany, Murphy Oil. 
                Born Theodosia Murphy in El Dorado in 1917, she was the daughter of bank 
owner Charles H. Murphy, Sr.  She grew up in the Oil Boom days in South Arkansas, when 
small farm and timber towns of the area exploded with throngs of prospectors, oilfield 
workers, and others determined to make a living from the black gold found deep under the 
surface of South Arkansas. 
                Though her only brother, Charles H. Murphy, Jr., was being groomed as a busi-
nessman, she worked hard to educate herself and entertain her taste for adventure.  At the 
age of 16, in 1933, she learned to fly an airplane in a time before women were not even 
hired as commercial pilots.  She was determined not to let social convention or nay-say-
ers constrain her.  Taking “no” for an answer was something the family simply did not 
do.  According to a family story, after graduating El Dorado High School, she decided to 
enroll at Mississippi’s Gulf Park College for Women because she could fly her own plane 
there, parking it at a local airstrip while she attended classes.  She also eventually attend 
the  University  of  Texas  at  Austin.   She married  El Dorado  businessman William 
C. Nolan in 1936, where the two would make a home in El Dorado for their 68 years of 
marriage together and eventually have four children. 
                In 1941, the family was devastated by the sudden death of Charles H. Murphy, 
Sr.  This left the only brother, Charles, Jr., in charge of the family’s many business inter-
ests at the age of 21.  The family rallied and pulled together, and the Murphy business em-
pire continued to prosper under its second generation of leadership. 
                In 1946, just after World War II, the 26-year-old Charles Murphy, Jr., came to 
the family with a radical plan: start a new oil company in El Dorado.  The prospects seemed 
risky on the surface as other major oil companies continued to operate in South Arkansas, 
the nation’s economy slowed as it returned to a peacetime economy, and the Oil Boom 
faded in the region.  Additionally, the area’s population had declined from the mid-1920s 
peak, and there were many powerful oil corporations on the national and world 
stage.  Barely 29 years old herself, it was a daunting decision.  Trusting her brother’s skills 
and her own instincts, Theodosia Nolan decided to pool her money in and form the C. H. 
Murphy Co., which would later become Murphy Oil.  In the end, the effort to create what 
would become one of the largest companies in the United States was led by a brother and 
sister who were not even 30 years old. 
                               Murphy Oil would become a huge success, but none of this fazed Theo-
dosia Nolan in the slightest.  With her fortune growing, she was determined to give back 
to the community.  And the gift she gave was the gift of beauty in a region often hardened 
by years of backbreaking work.  By the 1950s, she became known as a great patron of the 
arts.  In 1956, she helped develop the South Arkansas Symphony Orchestra, one of the first 
symphonies in Arkansas.  In 1964, she helped organize the South Arkansas Arts Center, 
which has hosted plays, musicals, and numerous art exhibitions while encouraging the de-
velopment of artistic talents in Union County.  Her bequest provided an important cre-
ative outlet for the area and let the imaginations of residents soar. 
                One of her proudest achievements was the restoration of the 1839 Cherokee Plan-
tation in Natchitoches, Louisiana, a plantation once owned by her grandfather.  Beginning 
in 1972, she spent years carefully restoring the home to its former glory, earning it a place 
on the National Register of Historic Places in 1973 and several awards for preservation in 
the coming years, including the first John B. Abbott Award for Historic Preservation from 
the South Arkansas Historical Foundation in 2008. 
                She was renowned for her generous spirit as a philanthropist and as a mother 
and grandmother.  She continued to travel, enjoy family, and live with a sense of joy and 
grace until she passed away in May 2014 at the age of 96.  Her stately home is currently 
on the market.  The South Arkansas Arts Center continues to thrive as a creative outlet for 
local artists and performers and offers after-school programs in art and theater for children.
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38.5 Acres Located in 
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Ponca area of the Buffalo River. 
Has a good gravel County Road, 

lots of woods, secluded, very 
mountainous, lots of wildlife. 
ASKING $96,250 (THAT’S 

$2500/PER ACRE).
Norris Realty, Stanley Norris 

Broker 870-438-6574
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SERVICES

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?
Don’t Accept the insurance 

injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the 

to see what your case is really 

 New 2-YDIRECTVV.. Yeear Price 

FREE high speed internet for 
those that qualify.

today! 1-888-860-0146

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim?

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR 
MEN’S SPORT WATCHES! 

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
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forever!
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Helena-West Helena Housing Authority
(870) 572-6702

Maintenance Superintendent
Experience Required
• Proven experience managing a team of maintenance technicians
• Working knowledge of mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems
• Ability to develop and implement maintenance schedules and procedures
• Experience developing and managing a budget for a maintenance 

department
• Ensure proper procurement requirements are followed
• Supervise construction projects

Desired Qualifications
• Bachelor’s degree in engineering, maintenance management, business 

administration or related field
• 10+ years of experience in multifamily rental property maintenance,  

with at least 5 years in a leadership role
• Certification as a Maintenance Manager (CMM)

$60,000-$65,000 per year Send Resumes to Joe Thrift
joe@jvillehousing.org
(870) 572-6702

Stone County Fairgrounds 
Mountain View, AR 

 

Admission $5 ages 12 and older 

 

1-844-717-1819

Limited Time Offer. Restrictions may apply.

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

CALL 
TODAY

Finally! Satellite Internet 
With No Hard Data Limits!

“You can get 
High-Speed Internet 
wherever you live!”

And FREE Standard Installation!2

for 24 Mos.

Plans starting at 

MO.

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Diff erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

Call 1-866-587-0119

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

DIRECTV SPORTS 
PACK IS INCLUDED 

FOR THE FIRST 
3 MONTHS 

AT NO 
EXTRA COST!

Ltd. time offer. New resid. customers w/24 mo. agmt. Req’s CHOICE™ Pkg 

or higher for RSNs. DIRECTV SportsPack auto-renews monthly after 3 mos. 

at then-prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo. + tax) unless cancelled.

855.400.3297
IVS Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

DIRECTV
IN SPORTS ON SUNDAY 

AND EVERY OTHER DAY
Based on Nat’l/Regional Sports Networks & access to 3rd party apps. RSNs avail. with CHOICE pkg or higher and vary 

by ZIP code/pkg. 3rd party apps req separate subscription/login and high-speed internet-connected Gemini.

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
1-855-977-9614

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those 

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Are You Getting 
Enough Fiber
in Your Work Day?
Sign up today and 
get a $100 gift card!*
*Terms and conditions apply

Reliable Internet NOW!      844-211-6606


