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      $15.00(30wds. or less) line ads  plus 0.25cents per wd. 
over 30. Cash, check or 

 credit/debit card! Legal line ads are $1.00 per 
word. Extra chg. for caps & bold.

The Beebe News  CLASSIFIEDS!Deadline for 

the week is Monday at 3 p.m.   
Call    501-882-5414  to place your ad.Classifieds

)(:;39
93%#5':
CE5=4@>?D >B
CE&A"2<DE;A?DB
C .0=<D�DB
C ;A0BDB
CE/A??D@!24<EEEEE

$@A=D@>�

7*+166,1788-

 
FOR RENT

If you have an old 
flat screen tv- work-
ing or not -  you 
want to give away - 
please call Christian 
at The Beebe News. 
Thank you! 501-
882-5414. Leave 
message and I will 
return your call. 
     Thank you! 
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e!

C

our ad her

pplying for Social Security 
sability or Appealing a 
enied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
Assoc. Our case managers 

mplify the process & work 
ard to help with your case. 
all 1-888-510-3017 FREE 
onsultation. Local Attorneys 
ationwide Mail: 2420 N St NW, 

o. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

OP CA$H PAID FOR OLD 
UITARS! 1920-1980 Gibson, 
artin, Fender, Gretsch, 
piphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
ckenbacker, Prairie State, 
Angelico, Stromberg. And 

AfONE DA

ibson Mandolins / Banjos. 866-
61-0925

ATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
s little as AYY! fffordable
rices - No payments for 18 
onths!  Lifetime warranty & 
rofessional installs. Senior & 
ilitary Discounts available.
all: 877-631-0120

GING ROOF? NEW 
OMEOWNER? STORM 
AMAGE? YYoou need a local 
xpert provider that proudly 
ands behind their work.

IRECTV

ast, free estimate. Financing 
vailable.  Call 1-866-766-6046

V.. New 2-YYeear Price
uarantee. The most live 
LB games this season, 200+ 

hannels and over 45,000 on-
emand titles. $84.99/mo for 24 
onths with CHOICE Package. 
ome restrictions apply. Call 
IRECTV 1-855-400-3297

hoose EarthLink Fiber 
ternet for speeds up to 5 
igs, no data caps, no throttling. 
rices starting at $54.95. Plus, 
$100 gift card when you make 
e switch.  Call 1-844-211-6606

p
p

ENTAL INSURANCE from 
hysicians Mutual Insurance 
ompany. Coverage for 350 
us procedures. Real dental 
surance - NOT just a discount 
an. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
our FREE Dental Information 
t with all the details! 1-844-

10-6510 www.dental50plus.
om/arpress #6258

AYING TOP CA$H FOR 
EN’S SPORT WATCHES! 
olex, Breitling, Omega, Patek 
hilippe, Heuer, Daytona, GMT, 
ubmariner and Speedmaster. 
all 888-690-2346

OW COST HEALTH 
NSURANCE. Government 
ubsidies available for families 
arning $111,000 or less a year.
ee if you qualify. Call for your 
ee quote! 1-866-766-6047
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Want to invest in Timberland? 
Or just looking for the great 

outdoors?

TAAKE A HIKE through our new 
and existing listings at United 

A

, 2024
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Country Neeley Forestry, at the 

website below - 

OR CALL for more information!! 

UCNeeleyForestry.com
(870) 836-5981
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Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate today. 20% 
off Entire Purchase. Plus 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. Call 
1-855-977-9614
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NEW AUTHORS WANTED! 
Page Publishing will help you 
self-publish your own book. 
FREE author submission kit! 

fffer! Why wait? Call
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ESTATE AUCTION

T
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Happy Jack® Skin 
Balm® provides hot 

without steroids.
SEVIER COUNTY CO-OP

(870) 642-2633
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Prepare for power outages 
today with a GENERAC home 
standby generator. $0 Money 
Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE 
Quote. Call now before the next 
power outage: 1-877-319-0598

Limited offffer! Why wait?  Call 
now: 866-699-1978
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DIRECTV SPORTS 
PACK IS INCLUDED 

FOR THE FIRST 
3 MONTHS 

AT NO 
EXTRA COST!

Ltd. time offer. New resid. customers w/24 mo. agmt. Req’s CHOICE™ Pkg 

or higher for RSNs. DIRECTV SportsPack auto-renews monthly after 3 mos. 

at then-prevailing rate (currently $14.99/mo. + tax) unless cancelled.

855.400.3297
IVS Holdings

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

DIRECTV
IN SPORTS ON SUNDAY 

AND EVERY OTHER DAY
Based on Nat’l/Regional Sports Networks & access to 3rd party apps. RSNs avail. with CHOICE pkg or higher and vary 

by ZIP code/pkg. 3rd party apps req separate subscription/login and high-speed internet-connected Gemini.

Are You Getting 
Enough Fiber
in Your Work Day?
Sign up today and 
get a $100 gift card!*
*Terms and conditions apply

Reliable Internet NOW!      844-211-6606

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE
1-855-977-9614

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those 

APR FOR  
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

 

1-844-717-1819

Limited Time Offer. Restrictions may apply.

HughesNet is a registered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company. Restrictions apply. Call for details.

CALL 
TODAY

Finally! Satellite Internet 
With No Hard Data Limits!

“You can get 
High-Speed Internet 
wherever you live!”

And FREE Standard Installation!2

for 24 Mos.

Plans starting at 

MO.

History Minute 
Arkansan Kemmons Wilson, founder of Holiday Inn 

By Dr. Ken Bridges  - Professor of History, South Arkansas Community College 
South Arkansas Historical Preservation Society  

kbridges@southark.edu<mailto:kbridges@southark.edu> 

    For decades, they have been a common site for weary travelers along the 
highways of America.  The Holiday Inn has become one of the largest hotel 
chains in the United States.  And the story of the iconic hotel has its roots 
in one small town in Arkansas. 
          Charles Kemmons Wilson, the founder of the corporation, was born 
in Osceola in 1913.  His father was an insurance salesman, and his mother 
was a homemaker.  Tragedy marred his early life when his father died in an 
automobile accident when he was nine months old.  Forced to find work, his 
mother took him to Memphis where she found work as a dental assistant.  
Wilson proved to be very determined and very enterprising at a young age.  
When he was six, he began selling subscriptions to the popular Saturday 
Evening Post and soon began a paper route delivering the local Mem-
phis newspaper.  When the Great Depression hit, Wilson’s mother lost her 
job, forcing him to quit high school and take any manner of odd jobs to 
support him and his mother. 
           He soon borrowed $50 from a friend to buy a popcorn machine and 
started selling popcorn at a local movie theater.  It was wildly successful.  
He soon started buying pinball machines and racking up a tidy profit in the 
process.  By 1933, he had saved up $1,300 (or almost $31,000 in modern 
dollars).  He expanded his business by setting up coin-operated jukeboxes 
in small diners across the city.  In the 1940s, he began moving into property.  
He began a home construction business, and with postwar housing de-
mands, business was brisk.  He hired his mother as vice-president to help 
advise on decorating details for the new houses.  Wilson soon teamed up 
with another Memphis homebuilder, Wallace E. Johnson, and the two soon 
became the most successful homebuilders in the South.  By 1950, Wil-
son had amassed a fortune of over $1 million (or $13 million in modern 
dollars).  While this would have been an impressive rags-to-riches story for 
a paperboy and popcorn salesman to become a millionaire, it was the only 
the beginning. 
            In 1951, Wilson took his wife and five children on a road trip.  As 
he traveled, he was disappointed by many roadside motels and began think-
ing of ways to set up his own chain of hotels.  He began devising a hotel that 
would be the best of what 1950s America had to offer the traveler – mid-
range room prices with air conditioning and TV sets.  His partner Johnson 
was impressed with the idea, and they asked their architect Eddie Bluestein 
to start coming up with designs.   But they still needed a name.   It was 
Bluestein who half-jokingly suggested “Holiday Inn” after the popular 1942 
Bing Crosby and Fred Astaire musical.  By August 1952, the first Holiday 
Inn opened on US 64-70-79, the main highway in Memphis between 
Nashville and Little Rock and Pine Bluff. 
           The hotel was a success, and Wilson and Johnson opened up three 
more on the highways leading in and out of Memphis by the next year.  
Memphis’s relatively central location in the U. S. helped make the hotels a 
success.  By 1957, there were 30 locations, and it grew rapidly, thanks to the 
initial concept by Wilson and franchising partnerships.  Wilson again hired 
his mother as vice-president, and her favorite colors, green and yellow be-
came the standard colors on the eye-catching Holiday Inn signs increas-
ingly dotting the highways of America.  By the end of the decade, there 
were more than 100 locations.  The first location outside the United States 
opened in 1960.  And this had increased dramatically to more than a thou-
sand locations by 1968.  The sprawling hotel corporation added a toll-free 
service in the late 1960s to help coordinate reservations.  The chain was so 
successful that many other hotel chains began copying their innovations.  
By 1972, Wilson made the cover of  Time  magazine as “The World’s 
Innkeeper.” 
            Wilson briefly retired in 1979 after a heart attack, but he soon jumped 
back in.  The company branched into other businesses, including nursing 
homes, the Trailways bus company, camp sites, and started building luxury 
hotels and golf resorts under “Wilson World Hotels.”  Wilson and Johnson 
gave heavily to local charities.  In 1982, Wilson was inducted into the Na-
tional Business Hall of Fame.  In 2002, the Wilson School of Hospitality and 
Resort Management opened at the University of Memphis, training students 
in a fully-operating hotel. 
                In 2003, Wilson died in Memphis at the age of 90.  The small hotel 
he started with his partner is now a multi-billion dollar corporation operat-
ing 19 different hotel brands at more than 6,000 locations on six continents. 


