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FOR RENT

For Rent: 
Nice  large  

3 BR, 2 BA brick house, 
CH/CA,  

double carport $750 plus  
deposit & ref. 
Also smaller  

3 BR, 2 BA house, 
CH/CA,  

carport $475 plus deposit 
& ref.  

Beebe area.  
Call 

 501-388-9292.

LEGAL NOTICE

Haren Construction Company, Inc.  

is seeking qualified 

Small/Minority/Women Business  

Enterprises (S/MWBE) for construction 

of the Beebe, AR – Beebe Wastewater 

Treatment Plant Improvements Project. 

Subcontractor and supplier opportunities 

include but not limited to: Electrical, 

Stone Hauling, Erosion Control, Gypsum 

Ceiling, Windows, Rebar Supply/Install, 

Plumbing, Painting, Wood Trusses,  

Masonry, Doors, Metal Roofing, HVAC, 

and Concrete Formwork. Quotes received 

by E.O.B 4/05/2023. Please contact 

Samantha Nelson at 423-604-3038  

for information.  
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Struggling with Your Private 
Student Loan Payment? New 
relief programs can reduce your 
payments. Learn your options. 
Good credit not necessary. 
Call the Helpline 877-248-8044 
(Mon-Fri 9am-5pm Eastern).

Sunday 8-4. W
A

SAAVVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 20 
A-rated insurances companies.
Get a quote within minutes.
Avverage savings of $444/year!
Call 844-463-4011! (M-F 8am-
8pm Central)

WORLD’S LARGEST GUN 
SHOW – April 1 & 2 - Tulsa, 
OK Fairgrounds. Saturday 8-6, 

WAANENMACHER’S
TULSA ARMS SHOW. Free 
appraisals. Bring your guns! 
www.TulsaArmsShow.com

Conway, AR GUN & KNIFE 
SHOW - March 25-26, 2023 
at the Conway Expo Center, 
Sat, 9am-5pm, Sun, 9am-4pm. 
Guns, Knives, Ammo, Militaria, 

shotguns & handguns. G&S 
Promotions, 1-918-659-2201. 
$2.00 OFF admission with this 
ad.*$2 OFF for Active Duty & 
Retired Military w/ id

EVENTS

HELP WANTED
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NEED NEW FLOORING? Call 
TEmpire Tooday® to schedule

FREE in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. Call 
oday! 855-910-2077

Get DIRECTV for $84.99/mo 
or 24 months with CHOICE 
Package. NEW 2 YEAR PRICE 
GUARANTEE. First 3 months of 
HBO Max, Cinemax, Showtime, 
Starz and Epix included! Directv 
s #1 in Customer Satisfaction 
JD Power & Assoc.) Some 
estrictions apply. Call 1-855-
00-3297

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
orever! LeafFilter, the most 
dvanced debris-blocking gutter 
rotection. Schedule a FREE 
eafFilter estimate today. 15% 
ffff Entire Purchase. 10% Senior

& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
77-9614

Prepare for power outages 
oday with a GENERAC home 
tandby generator $0 Money 

Down + Low Monthly Payment 
Options. Request a FREE Quote 

Call now before the next power 
utage: 1-877-319-0598

Earthlink High Speed Internet. 
As Low As $49.95/month (for the 

TSpeed Fiber Optic Teechnology. 
Stream Videos, Music and More! 

TCall Earthlink Tooday 1-844-452-
769

UPDATE YOUR HOME with 
Beautiful New Blinds & Shades. 

REE in-home estimates make 
convenient to shop from home. 

TProfessional installation.  Toop
uality - Made in the USA.  Call 

RENOV

or free consultation:  844-461-
600.  Ask about our specials!

BATHROOM VAATIONS.
 updates!  WY, ONE DAEASYY, AYY ee

pecialize in safe bathing. 
Beautiful new walk-in showers 

rab bars and seated showers 
vailable.  Call for a free in-home 
onsultation:  877-554-2862

DONATE YOUR CAR OR 
RUCK O HERITT TAAGE FOR

TV
HE BLIND. Free 3 Day 

Vaacation, Taax Deductible, Free 
Care Of. CALL 1-866-587-0119

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case managers 
implify the process & work 
ard to help with your case. 

Call 1-888-510-3017 FREE 
Consultation. Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 2420 N St NW, 

Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)] 
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Retired Military w/ id.

LAND

DONE CORRECTL

Whether you need miles of premier 
tracts of timber and hunting land, or 
rural farms or homes, with services in 
Arkansas, Louisiana & Texas, Neeley 

Forestry Service is
YOUR SOURCE!

F il d d t d b

Peco Foods is currently recruiting for

LIVE HAUL DRIVERS 
FEED HAUL DRIVERS

Must have current Class A CDL,

good driving record and have

1 + year driving experience.

Competitive salary and benefits

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 

(870) 836 5981
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alk and TT&T Unlimited TA Ta Teext.
Get a new device every year 
with ATT&T NEXT! Call us today 
1-855-524-1405
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DENTTAAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get 
your FREE Dental Information

FINANCE

Family owned and operated by an 
industry educated, experienced staff 

of land experts and avid outdoors,  
hunting and fishing enthusiasts, active 

and respected in their communities, 
rest assured that we will work to find 
you the best property value, whether 

you are looking to buy OR sell.

Please contact Daniel Neeley for more 
information on our services and check 

out our wide variety of Timberland and 
other inventory at:

UCNeeleyForestry.com
(870) 836-5981

p

Competitive salary and benefits.

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIANS
 (for our processing plant)

Competitive salary and benefits.

For more information, please call

Peco Foods at 870-793-7511.
Resumé may be sent to
fax # 870-793-1554 or

email mmarsh@pecofoods.com

Peco Foods Inc.

625 S. Allen Street

Batesville, AR 72501

EOE M/F/D/V
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Let us do a fast professional 
cleanup & maintain the value of 

your home!  We will work with your 
insurance company.  Call now! 

855-401-5267

to yyour FREE Dental Information 
Kit with all the details! 1-844-
210-6510 www.dental50plus.
com/arpress #6258

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay a 
fraction of what you owe. A+ 
BBB rated. Call National Debt 
Relief 866-916-4956.
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WNOW  HIRING:
Journeyman and Apprentice Plumbers
(Commercial Industry)
Little R ,  Arkansas Area
A , . is one of the largest mechanical 
contractors in Arkansas and the surrounding re , sinc . Based in

foor providing all of our cust yy work foormed at
a competitive price.
Att A ,  Inc. we realize that our most valuable asset is our people. We are 
proud to o fe c Dental and
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Time Off and Unife,Lif
Vision,ch! Health,er a 401(k) Plan with a 60% matffproud to o fe c , Dental, , and

fee Insuranc , Paid foorms.
Journeyman Plumbers:

Apprentice Plumbers:

100% paid T , Books and Lic . Full-Time employees receive all 

To y,,  call 479-452-5723 or visit:

Waatch the “AAbout Us” video on our website to learn more!
Action-Mechanical.com
We are an equal opportunity  employer. A , Inc.
is a Drug Free Workplace. in Y
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Gambling Problem?

Make A Game Plan.
Coounseling Serrvicees Avaailable at Noo Coost too Yoou!

If you can answer YES to any of these questions, 
you may have a gambling problem.

1-800-GAMBLER
Chat Peer Support  |  www.gamtalk.org

Text  | 1-800-522-4700
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LAC/LPC/LMT Lakke Villa
LCSW/LMSW Lakke Villa
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AUCTION •  APRIL 1 •  12 NOON
HEART OF TEXAS SPECIAL REPLACEMENT FEMALE SALE

 

 

  

   
      

Groesbeck Auction & Lives

1,250 HEAD OF QUALITY R

Accommodations in Groesbeck: Qua
Days Inn & Suites: (254) 729 3335 In M

In
Brangus, Hereford, Brahman, and oth

This is a very choice set of replacement cattle consign

Sale cattle
March 25 a

 

 

  

   
      

stock Co., Groesbeck TX

REPLACEMENT FEMALES

lity Inn & Suites: (254) 729-0077, 
Mexia: Comfort Inn: (254) 562-0005

Tom Johnson
817-291-5121

ohnsoncattlemarketing@gmail.com

er premium quality replacements

ned by leading commercial ranches throughout 

e listing available to view
at JohnsonCattleMarketing.com

 

 

  

   
      

Sale managed by
Days Inn & Suites: (254) 729-3335, In M

Sale managed by

jo

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 319-0598

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

EQUIPMENT LEASE REQUIRED. $19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE OF $20/MO. FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON AGMT., 
EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY. New approved residential customers only. Credit card req’d (except MA & PA). Restr’s apply. 
*Access HBO Max only through HBO Max app or hbomax.com. Online account registration required. ©2023 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other 
DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

1-855-400-3297

SAME GREAT TV EXPERIENCE 
NEW 2-YEAR PRICE 

GUARANTEE

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

e only  2The lead-
ing consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated pro-
fessionally installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See 
Representative for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 
99338  License# 128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  
License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registra-
tion# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  

262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# H-19114

1-855-977-9614CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Are You Getting 
Enough Fiber
in Your Work Day?
Sign up today and 
get a $100 gift card!*
*Terms and conditions apply

Reliable Internet NOW!      844-211-6606

    It was the end of the Civil War, and the men in 
uniform hoped the danger was over and they 
could finally resume their lives.  But in an in-
stant, a cruel twist of fate forever ended those 
hopes for hundreds of people.  The explosion of 
the steamship Sultana in 1865 was the worst 
maritime disaster in American History, a disaster 
that took the souls of hundreds on the Mississippi 
River between Arkansas and Tennessee.  It is a 
story still remembered with sadness and dread to 
this day. 
    Up until the railroad spread across the country, 
the rivers of America were the interstate high-
ways of the time, offering relatively quick and 
easy access (for the time) to cities across the na-
tion.  Countless steamships would drift up and 
down the rivers, carrying passengers and cargo 
for a growing country on the move.  The Missis-
sippi River was by far the most important, with 
its tributaries allowing access to an expanse from 
the Appalachians to the Great Plains and to the 
Gulf of Mexico. 
    The Sultana was commissioned in 1863 in 
Ohio as a private wooden steamship and had 
sailed many river miles safely, mostly between 
St. Louis and New Orleans.  It typically had a 
crew of 85 and was intended to carry 376 pas-
sengers.  It often carried cotton and sugar but 
also shipped Union soldiers to positions along 
the river. 
                   It was under the command of Captain 
James C. Mason of St. Louis, who was also part 
owner.  On April 21, 1865, just days after the 
Civil War ended, the Sultana limped into port at 
Vicksburg to repair a leaking boiler.  The repairs 
were intended to only be temporary, with a small 
patch of thin metal over the leak.  In the mean-
time, thousands of newly released prisoners were 
crowded into camps, anxious to go home. 
 Mason made arrangements with army officers 
to take on board as many of the men as the ship 
could carry, charging the army $5 for each en-
listed man and $10 for each officer. 
          The men were mostly Union soldiers, com-
ing from Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, and West Vir-
ginia.  Desperate to return home, they flooded 
aboard the ship, determined to leave the horrors 
of the war far behind.  For these Union veterans, 
the voyage was to be a celebration, knowing they 
would be home within days.  On April 24, the 
ship left Vicksburg, headed for Cairo, Illinois. 
 But the ship struggled to leave port, weighed 
down by anywhere between 2,100 and 2,400 
men, with the exact numbers lost. 
    Many of the men had just been released from 
the notorious Andersonville prison camp in 
Georgia, and despite the cramped conditions on 
the ship, were relieved to be able to breathe in 
the fresh air as free men.   The ship was under 
strain against the current and the weight of the 
passengers, but its captain was certain the Sul-
tana would make her way to port without inci-
dent.   On April 26, the ship stopped at the 
bustling port of Helena.  Afterward, the Sultana 

went on to Memphis, where it dropped off 200 
passengers and a load of sugar.  At midnight on 
April 27, the Sultana pushed forward again. 
           At 2 AM, just ten miles northwest of Mem-
phis, disaster struck.  The damaged boiler ex-
ploded.  In an instant, a chain reaction caused 
two others to erupt.  The explosions tore the ship 
apart, setting it aflame.  The force of the blasts 
threw men into the water.  Others followed, leav-
ing the burning mass in a terrifying bid for safety. 
  Some tried to rescue injured men from the 
murky depths.  Some of the remains of the flam-
ing ship continued to drift, running aground and 
sinking not far from Marion.  The confusion and 
the screams echoed through the night. 
    As the ship sank, the waters extinguished the 
flames.  Suddenly, the men were enveloped in 
blackness, struggling against the cold, inky wa-
ters around them.  The screams of injured and 
desperate men were everywhere, until the waters 
claimed the screams as well.  Some survivors 
were able to swim to shore.  Less than thirty min-
utes after the blast, the Bostona, another 
steamship, saw the flames and the men in the 
river, and the crew worked to pull dozens of men 
out.  Many burn victims recovered would die in 
the coming days from their injuries.  Bodies 
floated along the river, some washing ashore. 
 Frantic searches continued for days, with many 
ships joining in.  In the end, the disaster claimed 
nearly 1,800 lives. 
    The Sultana was not the first steamboat disas-
ter, but it was by far the worst.  In 1828, the Car 
of Commerce sank when a boiler exploded near 
Osceola, killing 28.  In 1832, the Brandywine 
caught fire while sailing along the Mississippi 
River, leaving at least 69 dead.  The St. Joseph 
exploded in 1850 near the confluence of the 
Arkansas and Mississippi Rivers, leaving twenty 
dead.  More than 200 people would die on the 
Miami in 1866 when a boiler explosion caused a 
fire on the ship near Desha County.  However, 
few regulations regarding fire safety, quality con-
trols on boilers, ship capacity, or life preservers 
existed at the time.  Even the most cautious cap-
tain took a considerable risk with equipment 
quality he could not guarantee with each voyage. 
           Memorials of the victims were placed in 
their various hometowns in the years afterward. 
 A handful of the remains of the Sultana were 
found buried in the mud of a soybean field on the 
Arkansas side in 1982.  In 1987, the Sultana As-
sociation of Descendants and Friends was organ-
ized to educate the public about the tragedy.  The 
association organized a temporary museum in 
Marion in 2015, but it is currently working with 
a team of community organizers and benefactors 
to organize a new, expansive museum about the 
disaster.  Located in the converted 1938 Marion 
School Auditorium-Gymnasium building, the 
new museum is expected to open in 2023.  The 
state legislature has marked April 27 as Sultana 
Remembrance Day. 
 

History Minute 

Sultana 
By Dr. Ken Bridges  - Professor of History, South Arkansas Community College 

South Arkansas Historical Preservation Society  
kbridges@southark.edu<mailto:kbridges@southark.edu> 
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